
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This is the moment you were created for”-Esther 4:14 

Hope MK Report 2018 
We’ve just about recovered from the fun and excitement of our sixth Hope MK event.  With Milton Keynes October half 
term being a week later than usual this year, we struggled a bit with recruiting leaders and with young people’s 
bookings, as many attending or working for schools outside of MK had different half terms which made things 
complicated!  Despite the initial challenges, we managed to recruit enough adult leaders for the amount of teams and 
projects needed and all adult roles were filled.  
We had 16 projects again this year, with quite a few repeating from previous years, plus a few were new! Projects were 
hosted and planned by 9 local churches, 3 local community councils, 4 locally based charities and MK Hospital 
Chaplains.  Young people and adults at the event represented 38 local churches from across many different 
denominations.  
 
Mornings and evenings were spent at our main venue for the event, The Ridgeway Centre (home of New Life Church, 
Wolverton Mill Campus) hosted by Marco Loxley (Pulse Youth Ministry/Bridgebuilder Trust) and Becky Lawrence 
(Bridgebuilder Trust), who brought fun, games and energy to the morning and evening sessions.   It was our vision to 
run worship slightly differently this year to involve young people from across the breadth of churches represented; 
worship was led by Garrett Sayle (Loughton Baptist Church) and a team from Nexus Christian College along with 3 Hope 
MK participants.   
 
We had two guest speakers leading talks this year - Rev. Paul Oxley from St Marks MK joined us on Monday and Lydia 
Halliday from New Life Church joined us on Wednesday.  Both of their engaging talks unpacked our theme for the event 
this year; the Bible book of Esther, drawing out the need to ‘show up’ to what God is doing and empowering us to feel 
‘Chosen for such a time as this’.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

120 Young people 58 adult volunteers  16 community projects             
5 locally based charities  3 local councils  3 guest speakers 

 38 local churches represented      
(Key Contributors include: Bridgebuilder Trust, Scripture Union, World Vision, Pulse, Action 4 Youth, Woughton Parish Council, Great Linford Parish 
Council, Campbell Park Parish Council, New Life Church, St Mary’s Church Wavendon, Christchurch Stantonbury, School of Supernatural Life, MK 

Catholic Cluster Churches, St Andrews Baptist Church, Church Without Walls, MK Hospital Chaplains, Spurgeon Baptist Church, Milton Keynes 
Christian Centre, Milton Keynes Chinese Christian Church etc.) 



 
 
 
On both Tuesday and Thursday mornings we ran workshops on topics including 
Being a Godly Guy/Girl, Relationships and Sex, Big Questions, Christian Basics, 
Mission and Worship.  On Thursday, as a workshop option, we also gave young 
people the chance to use Reflective Spaces, a resource that Bridgebuilder usually 
uses in secondary schools, offering the chance to pray for different things in their 
own lives or the lives of others.   
 
Tony McGinley (Loughton Baptist) closed our Thursday evening session with a 
short inspiring talk encouraging us all to see every moment as ‘the moment you are 
created for’ choosing to be aware of how God wants to use each of us to impact our schools, workplaces, families and 
friends.  
 
We were really blessed this year to have someone with catering experience oversee the preparation of our lunches and 
dinners, as well as liaising with the three teams from churches who came to cook evening meals.  As always, the food 
was amazing and everyone had happy bellies and high spirits.  
 
Each afternoon young people went out in teams to projects where they had the chance to have a positive impact on 
communities in Milton Keynes.  Projects again took one of three main focuses: spiritual and evangelistic (of which we 
had two), social: engaging with children, families or individuals within communities (of which we had nine) or practical: 
improving and transforming a public space (of which we had four).  
 

Wavendon Church Yard Clear Up (practical) 
Returning again this project coordinated by Rev. Matt Trendall at St Mary’s Church, 
Wavendon, had a team working hard to clear weeds and overgrowth from grave stones 
in another part of the church yard.  The team cleared a huge area of nettles, thistles and 
weeds to uncover graves and enable a survey to take place, so that a garden can be 
planned and constructed to give individuals and families a space to sit and reflect when 
visiting the resting place of a loved one.  
 

Fox Milne Team (social) Returning again for another year, this project was run 

by Scripture Union but helped encourage staff who often work in the background at 
Scripture Union and nearby World Vision offices.  The team washed cars and gave out 
cakes to cheer on staff members.  
 

Creative Evangelism x2 (spiritual) Returning again two teams were 

organised by Steve Murrill (Evangelist at New Life Church) and others associated with the 
School of Supernatural Life.  The teams spent some of the afternoon being trained and 
equipped to go out and give free hugs, pray for people and use prophecy to engage with 
members of the public. 
 

Space Academy at Ridgeway Centre (social) 
A new project for this year, New Life and volunteers from across 6 other local 
churches (Churches Together in Wolverton) hosted a holiday club for children 
themed around Space! The team had fun helping host this project and getting 
alongside children by playing games, activities, and singing songs.  
 

Messy church at St Augustine’s, Heelands (social) 
Returning again this team helped run a messy church session each day to 



deliver a fun engaging session involving games, crafts and activities to connect with local children.  
 

Caldecotte xPERIENCE TEAM (practical) A new project this year, the 

team based at the outdoor centre for groups of children and young people helped improve 
the facilities by painting picnic benches, taking down marquees and tidying up the site for 
future service users. 
 

St. Andrews Bletchley kids club (social) A new project this year, 

organised and run by Matt Jarvis, Family Worker at St Andrews Church Bletchley. The team 
helped run games and activities for local children, providing some fun for the children and 
giving their parents some respite. 
  

Stantonbury Sensory Café (social) Returning again for the 

second year this project run by Christchurch Stantonbury had a team helping run 
an interactive sensory play session for families with children with special needs.   
 

Mash Up Team 1: Broughton & Great Linford 
Council (social & practical) For two days this team partnered with 

Rev. Ruth Maxey (Church Without Walls) in Broughton community and the team 
helped deliver a play session for children with special needs at the community centre on 
one day and helped run a family fun day on the other.  For the other two days the team 
worked with Great Linford Council to clean up a park so that local children could play in a 
safe cleaner environment.  
 

Mash up Team 2: Woughton Council & hospital (social) As a 

combined project this team spent two days with Woughton Council helping to run a 
session for children at Coffee Hall including serving a lunch, playing games and helping 
prepare food for the lunch the next day.  The other two days the team spent at MK Hospital with members of the 
chaplaincy team, helping encourage NHS workers who had been identified as needing a 
morale boost; the team gave out chocolates and thank you cards and had a great response 
from staff who did indeed feel encouraged as a result! 
 

Willen SportS mISSION (social) Returning again for the second year this team 

led by New Life Church ran sports activities and games to engage with children and families 
who were at Willen Lake. Despite the cold and a little bit of bad weather this team had a great 
time playing games with children and families. 
 

Water Eaton Family Drop In (social) Returning again, this project 

run by Spurgeon Baptist and St Frideswides hosted a family drop in for the local 
community, with games, toys, activities, face painting and refreshments. The team put 
on a great session that engaged well with those who came along.   
 

Oldbrook Kindness team (practical) Returning again, Milton 

Keynes Christian Centre ran a project that connected with Campbell Park Council to 
clean up a community space.  They spent time clearing an area regularly used by the 
community, picking up glass and rubbish to make it safer and improve it ready to be 
enjoyed.  The team hopes the residents in the area notice the positive difference and know they are cared for. 
 



At the end of the four days we celebrated with a party for all the young people and 
adult leaders who had been involved in the event.  There were hot dogs and 
burgers, a nail bar, silent disco, laser tag, last person standing and various other 
inflatables plus games consoles.  We had a great evening with lots of fun and it 
was a great way to celebrate all we had done at projects and all that God had 
begun.   
During the week there were several opportunities for prayer including a chance for 
young people (and any adults) to go forwards to commit their life to God; we had 
50 people come forward and out of those we know at least 12 were first time 
commitments and at least 11 were recommitments.  
 
One evening (after someone at the evangelism project got healed by God after being prayed for) we also felt God 
prompting us to give an opportunity for people to be prayed for later that day during our evening reflection.  We invited 
anyone to stand up and be prayed for by young people and adult leaders to be healed.   
 
Many of the young people at Hope MK experienced God in new ways, learnt something new about God or their faith.  We 
know the impact of the event in many cases will not be instant or obvious, so we are praying that God continues what 
he started and that lives continue to be transformed and hope continues to be spread as a result of things that 
happened during Hope MK this year.   It continues to be a pleasure to be able to host a Christian youth event that 
engages with so many young people and includes so many local churches, local councils and local charities.  
 
We would like to extend a huge thanks to everyone who prayed for the event, came and volunteered, sent young people 
along, donated to help make it happen, ran a project or drove a minibus; we are so thankful for all of you.    
 
We hope you can get involved next year!!  
 

Becky, Steve, Tony, Marco & Simon  
 

The Hope MK Core Team 
 

Steve Murrill (New Life Church), Marco Loxley (Bridgebuilder Trust/Pulse), Tony McGinley (Loughton Baptist Church), Simon Barker 
(Scripture Union) and Becky Lawrence (Bridgebuilder Trust). 
 

Hope MK is brought to you by Bridgebuilder Trust, Scripture Union and churches across Milton Keynes. 
 
 
 
 

 

We Hope to host Hope Mk 2019 (28-31 Oct), so How can you get involved?  
• Host a project (meet us for coffee to discuss) 
• Be an adult volunteer (apply online between June and September) 
• Donate (online or cheques marked Hope MK to Bridgebuilder Trust) 
• Encourage young people to put the dates in their diaries and sign up when bookings open! 



(Please note October half term 2019 in MK is due to be 1 week later again                                                                             
which means the dates probably won’t be the same as half terms outside MK) 

• Pray for everyone who took part this year and for the ongoing impact of projects on everyone involved 
• Pray for next year, that God will inspire people to be involved and help make the event happen, 

including people to join the core team, adult leaders and people to host projects that will have a 
meaningful impact on local communities 

• Pray that God will inspire and prompt those who He wants to be involved 
 

What young people learned about God at Hope MK: 
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Anything we say can 
change someone’s life. 

 

God is amazing, He created the 
world, without Him we wouldn’t 

be here right now 
 

Hope Mk has made me love and 
appreciate myself more instead of 

hating myself 

God will always find a 
way to communicate with 

you. 
 

I can influence others, I just 
need to be bold and keep close 

to God. 
 

I learnt to always pray 
and who Esther is from the 

Bible 

I learnt that God can 
change lives           

I have realised that 
everyone has a purpose, I 

am on my way to that 
purpose. 

I didn’t realise how 
much God talks to 

us. 
 

I’ve rediscovered God’s 
love for me 

I didn’t realise 
how many people 

believe. 
 

God will always find 
a way to reveal 

himself and work in 
your life.  He is 

always there pursuing 
you, you just have to 
let him in and follow. 

He really does 
help people with 
their problems. 

I realised God 
exists            

I made a stronger 
relationship with Him 

 

That God does love 
you no matter what 
mistakes or sins you 

have done 

God can really heal 
the sick – it’s not just 

stories! 
 

That everyone is loved by God 
and no one is left out 

 

God never lets you down and 
has lots of surprises in store for 

everyone 


